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Paragraph 7 - Hot Idling of the Facility in 35 days 

Please see explanation above regarding the time needed to hot idle batteries. Similarly, 
a minimum of 90-days would be needed to safely hot idle the facility. It would be 
impossible to safely hot idle the facility in 35 days. In addition, it would inappropriately 
redirect resources from the repair efforts and delay repairs to restore the facility to 
normal operations. This would also inhibit bringing desulfurization back on line. As 
written, the Order would require U. S. Steel to maintain this level until June 30 
regardless of the level of operations of #2 and #5 Control Room. This inhibits our ability 
to optimize the operations of #2 and #5 Control Rooms and has no apparent justification. 
This inhibition could potentially result in increased SO2 emissions as a result of 
equipment damage from operating Claus Plants at below minimum turndown. 

In addition, hot idling a battery has detrimental effect on environmental performance 
when the battery is brought back on line as shown below. 






















